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SACRAMENTO ETHNIC COMMUNITIES SURVEY 

Oral History Interview 
with John Zornjak 
June 9, 1984 


00:00 Introduction 

Born: Samobor, Croatia October 23, 1902 
Fa: Nick Zornjak 

Mo: Anna Tandarich 

01:45 [Pause at Request of Narrator] 

Left Yugoslavia June 1914 

Arrived at Ellis Island, detained two weeks 
Moved to Chicago to live with uncle 
Education & employment history in Chicago 

07:45 1923 - Moved to Los Angeles, introduction to Sokol 

08:00 1926 - Moved to San Francisco, employed by Boys Club 

Details of employment, story of problems at a youth camp 

13:00 Introduction to Sacramento 

1936 - Employed by S.P. in the car shops 

14:00 S.P. & W.P. were major employers of Croatians 

15:00 Lived at 14th & D with Covic Family 
Married: August 4, 1946 

Family Bio: Son killed by protection gang in Reno 
19:00 Discussion of boarding houses 

[Pause at Request of Narrator] 

19:30 Majority of Sac. Croatians are from Dalmatian Islands 
Praises Croatian citizens 
Canneries in San Pedro 

Orchards in Pajaro Valley, development of Cupertino, San Jose 
21:30 Why some Croatians fought for the Confederacy in the Civil War 
23:00 Local clubs & organizations "Blato" "Korcula" ’’United Slavonians," etc. 
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25:00 

26:00 

27:00 

29:00 

Side B 
00:00 

02:00 

07:00 

09:00 

10:00 

11:30 

14:00 


Local organizations didn't have their own clubhouses 

Refers to Croatian-American cultural center & political divisiveness 
"Communa" (group work), "Zadruga" (family work) 

Discussion of Croatian independence and its ramifications 

Prominent local Croatians 


More recent (post-war) immigrants 

Discusses Croatian extravaganza, June 16-17, 1984 

Tamburitza music 

Popularized by Duquesne University 

"Jadran" Tamburitza group history - began 1925 

Landek "Sacramento" Tamburitza 

"Yugoslav Sokol" Tamburitza group 

Refers to 1936 printed musical program 

"Sokol" gymnastic group became the Tamburitza group 
Refers to photo of same 

Sokol existed 1911-1945 in Sacramento 

Offers to share Sokol historical information 

Serbian Tamburitza reference 

End interview 



